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A Daily Advent Devotional

She is the beloved and delight of God, they have
wooed her and she is totally in love with the Trinity.
My purpose is to invite everyone into real time relationship with the Trinity. “Oh taste and see that the
LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes shelter in
him!” Psalms 34:8
Art Roxby is the Pastor of Christ Center Wesleyan Church in Sedona, Arizona. Pastor Art was born in the mountains of Central Pennsylvania, near
the family farm on which his great-grandmother prayed a singular prayer,
“Dear Lord, give me preachers!” The Lord has answered that prayer six times over. Pastor Art’s greatest desire is to see followers of Jesus Christ experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit, grow in their walk
with God and in the Community of faith, and live into
their unique calling to be witnesses to the lifechanging power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Art has
been married, for 33 years, to his wife Allyson. They
have three adult children: Caitlin and husband Brandon, Kyle and wife Sara, and Abigail and husband
Nick. They are also proud and doting grandparents to
Maddie, Evie and Hagen. You can find Christ Center
at www.christcentersedona.org or on Facebook, or visit us in person at 580
Brewer Rd. Sedona, AZ 86336.

The Light shines in darkness
And the darkness has not overcome it…
John 1.5
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Monday, November 29, 2021

Saturday, December 25, 2021

Today’s Texts: Psalm 90; Numbers 17.1-11; 2 Peter 3.1-18

Today’s Texts: Isaiah 52.7-10, Psalm 98, Hebrews 1.1-4, John 1.1-14
Joy to the World
It’s Christmas Day!

It can be tempting to get swallowed in the drama of the world around us, to let the
darkness take over yet we know that God reigns and so we join the angels and proclaim JOY! PEACE! GOOD TIDINGS! Earth your savior is born!

We are ourselves string lights of Christmas. Lights to everyone in everywhere proclaiming with our lives the arrival of Christ The King Born and alive. Our feet beautiful and blessed proclaiming that our savior is born and he reigns making peace on
earth and straightening crocked paths.
Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

God’s heart is for the whole world to come to know him and be in relationship with him (John 3:16).
I love how 2 Peter chapter 3 explains that God isn’t being slow in his
return – he is being patient. He wants everyone to repent and be reconciled back to him. We grow in the grace and knowledge of God and
as we grow closer in our relationship with Christ, we begin to look like
him and act like him. Our hearts break for the things that break his
and we live peaceful and holy lives. What a contrast to the way the
world looks. We are called to live set apart. We are called to be holy.
This is only made possible through the work of the Holy Spirit in us as
we give him all of ourselves, as we lay our will as his feet and allow
him to work in any way he wants to in our lives.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

God’s patience benefits not only us, but the world around us that has
not yet come to him. God gives us the incredible work of spreading
the gospel and making him known! Think of all the people just in your
life that don’t know him or have walked away from him. The Holy
Spirit is wooing them, and he draws them to himself. It is our job to
have a conversation, to share God’s love in tangible ways, and to live a
life of faith so that others can come to know him.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

As we seek God this Advent season, let’s focus on Jesus and his amazing love for us. Draw near to him. Seek his face. Seek out people
that are far from him and start praying for them. Pray that God would
give you an opportunity to share with them.
— EF

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.
—SL
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Tuesday, November 30, 2021

Friday, December 24, 2021

Today’s Texts: Psalm 25:1-10; Nehemiah 9:16-25; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22

Today’s Texts: Isaiah 9.2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2.11-14, Luke 2.1-14
The Nativity of Our Lord

There is so much prophecy in scripture regarding Jesus. From the very
beginning in the Garden, God curses the snake and says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis
3:15). This looks forward to Jesus. He will conquer Satan! And
through him. God redeems the world. It is only through Jesus we are
able to enter into relationship with God. Our sins are forgiven and we
are made clean.

Go with me into the heavenly realms the eve before the birth of Jesus. Can you feel
the betted breath with which all the angels watched? “the zeal of God will accomplish reconciliation of humanity with God, nothing else and so they all watch God as
he seems to take a deep breath preparing to copy themselves and step into the human realm.

Do you feel the perplexity when an angel asked “what is humans that you are mindfull of them?”
Can you imagine the excitement within Mother Mary? What will this child be that I
carry?

Jesus is the prophesied Messiah. Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son and will call him Immanuel” *which means God with us.

I find a God response to angels and our perplexity in this poem by theologian Howard Thurman

The Sacrament of Christmas

GOD. WITH. US.
I make an act of faith toward all mankind,
Where doubts would linger and suspicions brood.

What an incredible truth this is. The God of the universe, came to
earth to live with us. Not only did Jesus come and live with us, he fulfilled the final sacrifice for all mankind (Hebrews 10:14). Those who
put their trust in him join his family. We are redeemed, we are forgiven and made new. The Holy Spirit now lives in us and leads us and
guides us.

I make an act of joy toward all sad hearts,
Where laughter pales and tears abound.
I make an act of strength toward feeble things,
Where life grows dim and death draws near.
I make an act of trust toward all life,
Where fear preside and distrusts keep watch.

As believers, we look forward to Christ’s return! Jesus promised to
come back for us. What a glorious day that will be! Let’s live ready!
Let’s invite others into this amazing family we have in Jesus. May we
bring glory to the Lord with our lives and share with those around us
God’s love for them!

I make an act of love toward friend and foe,
Where trust is weak and hate burns bright.
I make a deed to God of all my days—
And look out on life with quiet eyes.
-Howard Thurman

—EF

—SL
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Wednesday, December 1 2021

Thursday, December 23, 2021

Today’s Texts: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:16-21

Today’s Texts: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32

Love that Gathers
There’s a tradition among certain tribes in Nigeria that looks like it could
have been taken out of scriptures though I am not sure of its origins. After a
child is born the parents of the child invite family and friends for a naming
ceremony on the 9th day of birth. Friends and family that has lost touch
come. They come bringing gifts and blessing and the name of the baby is
shared or prophesied. Then the party begins because a new life is here, a
child who will live out her/his name.
Every Christmas time we remember and celebrate The Child born. Not just
any child but a unique Child one that will change everything. This Child stirs
the hope of the nations and every heart. He gives us a glimpse of what’s to
come and so we gather. This Savior Child in his birth gathers us in hope and
celebration.
There is a later promise…He will come and gather us again

God is so good! He pursues us! His grace reaches out and draws us to
himself. Every person is precious to God. He desires relationship
with each one of us. The story of Jonah and Nineveh is an important
one for us to look at. God called Jonah to go to these people – people
who were far from him and tell them to give up their sin and turn to
God. Jonah wanted nothing to do with this! He ran in the opposite
direction and refused to go. God persuaded him, to say the least.
God loved the people of Nineveh. He wanted them in relationship
with him. He asked Jonah to go to his enemies so they could be forgiven. Often God gives us this call – to go to those outside of a relationship with him and tell them about God’s love for them. To give
them an opportunity to know him. There are people in our country
who have never heard of Jesus. As unimaginable as it is, they do not
even know who he is. What a job we have before us. We need to
share with the world around us who Jesus is and his love for them, our
neighbors, our co-workers, our friends, and our family.
When Jonah told the Ninevites what God had commanded – God
would destroy their city in 40 days. Everyone repented, turned to
God, and followed him. This an amazing example of God pursuing us.
John 6:44 says, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent
me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day.” God has
done everything to bring us back to him. If there are people in your
life who are far from God, pray that God would continue to draw
them to himself and that they would senses him in their lives.

Splendor of God
We wait for you
You would bring the broken, rejected and ashamed to the table
We wait
You will gather us again

—SL
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Thursday, December 2, 2021

Wednesday, December 22, 2021
Today’s Texts: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:1-5; Ephesians 2:11-22

Today’s Texts: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1.12-18a

You Take Notice of the Lowly

John the Baptist came and prepared the way for Jesus. The prophecy
by his father Zechariah in Luke 1:68-79 tell us that he was the prophet
that would announce the coming of the Lord, the Messiah.
“Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is
about to break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.” Luke
1:78-79
God pushes back the darkness. What an incredible truth that Jesus is
the light. Jesus says in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. If you
follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have
the light that leads to life.” Paul writes in Ephesians 5:8-9 “For once
you were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So,
live as people of light! For this light within you produces only what is
good and right and true.”

Mother Mary responds to Elizabeth’s congratulation with singing! She
sings praises to Almighty God her Savior.
Below is her song; perhaps you want to take some time to sing with
her. God Our Savior has taken notice of our low estate. We were without hope in the world without God and yet to us God came. Theologian Howard Thurman said wisely “After theology has done its work,
after the reflective judgements of men from heights and lonely retreats of privilege and security have wrought their perfect patterns,
the birth of Jesus remains the symbol of the dignity and the inherent
worthfulness of the common person.
The Magnificat: Mary’s Song

His light illuminates our path and reveals sin in our lives. Not only to
show us our sin but to rid us of it. When he points out sin in our lives it
imperative that we confess it, turn from it, and run the other way. We
are called to live a life that follows the example of Christ. It is only
through him we have the power to do this. Ephesians 5:6 says, “Don’t
be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God
will fall on all who disobey him.” Instead, be careful in how you live.
If we live connected to Jesus and in relationship with him, we will be
filled with his light. That light keeps us on the right path and shines
brightly to draw others to it!

—EF

And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
For he has been mindful
Of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
For the Mighty One has done great things for me—
Holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
From generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
He has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
But has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
But has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
Remembering to be merciful
To Abraham and his descendants forever,
Just as he promised our ancestors.”
—SL
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Friday, December 3, 2021

Tuesday, December 21, 2021

Today’s Texts: Luke 1.68-79, Malachi 3.13-18, Philippians 1.18b-26

Today’s Texts:: Psalm 113; Genesis 30:1-24; Romans 8:18-30

In today’s passage in Malachi, God calls Israel out on their sin and they
turn from it, repent, and come back to him. This hits me hard! Little
by little we can start doing things that don’t seem like a big deal. In
yesterday’s reading of Malachi it was people holding back the tithe
(their offering to God). When God tells us to do something it is for our
best. The tithe – giving of the first 10% of our earnings, releases us
from the hold money can have on us. It makes us dependent on God
for everything. Knowing that he will supply for our needs keeps us
from trying to be self-reliant. In God’s economy it is amazing how
90% works so much better than 100% in our finances.

For many people around the world December 25th mark a dramatic
event when God broke in to earths time- Kairos. The decent of God
to earth. They (Trinity) took on a body, became a baby born from a
young Jewish girl, in a common place. God became like you and me
with tears, desires and hungers. God came, mingled and waited on
you and me, They came for us anticipating our welcome but we did
not know him.
Dear Vulnerable One

It is interesting to me when Jesus talks about tithing and giving in the
New Testament, he raises the bar. Not only should we give our tithe,
but offerings of generosity over and above the tithe. In Matthew 23
Jesus is talking to the Pharisees about their tithe – they are careful to
even tithe on their spices (how many of us would count that in our
crops?). Their hearts are not in the right spot. For them, tithing became a law to follow instead of a provision to guard their hearts. Let
this act that God calls us to honor the Lord, because our hearts are
right with him.

That you would come offering yourself
Knowing you may not be welcomed
Hat in hand, open heart
And in fierce love
You come always Immanuel
Have you walked by without seeing or acknowledging God’s great
love? How painful to his heart not accept this invitation into his love.

Jesus talks about our money not having a hold on us. The trust that
comes from giving away what we think we need to make ends meet is
faith that God honors. In Malachi 3:10, God says to test him in this.
Test him to see if when you give, he will supply all of your needs.

So often we get caught up in the wants of this world that can cloud
our vision of what really matters. When we choose to live a life of
generosity and meet other’s needs, we begin to see why God has
blessed us with so much! We are blessed to blessing others.

—EF
—SL
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Saturday, December 4, 2021

Monday, December 20, 2021

Today’s Texts: Luke 1.68-79 , Malachi 4.1-6, Luke 9.1-6

Today’s Texts: Psalm 113, Genesis 25.19-28, Colossians 1.15-20

The story of Jesus sending out the 12 disciples excites me. He walked
with his disciple for three years and showed them how to follow him,
how to lean on God for everything. They had failure, they had success. But they were all growing in their relationship and trust in him.
It was now time for him to send them out into the “real world” to minister. Even in this, he was training them for when he would no longer
be with them.
He sends the 12 out with nothing. No walking stick, no bag, food,
money or even a change of clothes. Nothing. They were to rely on
him for everything even the kindness of strangers. They went out and
preached and healed the sick. God was working in them.
Jesus has all authority on heaven and earth. He gives us authority to
go out and do his work. He trains us. He leads us to people that need
him.

God loved, then God gave
At Christmastime many of us in the Western world gear up to measure love. We attempt at figuring out if the money amount attached
to a thing says “I love you a little or a lot”. We hope our love can be
interpreted by the little or much we give or receive.
Yet there is no worldly way to comparison to the enormous gift God
gave and continues to give. Jesus Christ God visible to touch, hold,
smell, laugh and cry with.
I wonder, have you measured God’s love? How big is it?

Our mission is found in Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
Our mission every day is to make disciples, build relationships with
people that you can help grow in their faith. Discipleship has so much
to do with doing life together, learning from God’s word together, and
building each other up! God is with us. He strengthens us to do his
work.

—EF
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Wondrous God
You outshine everyone and everything.
We are in awe of all you have done,
the many gifts you give to us your children.

It is you Wonderful Father who gives us your Son Jesus Christ.
He brings us back to you Holy Father.
He is the Beloved first born of God.

–SL
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Monday, December 6, 2021

Saturday, December 18, 2021

Today’s Texts: Psalm 126; Isaiah 40:1-11; Romans 8:22-25

Today’s Texts: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 66:7-11; Luke 13:31-35

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. (Isaiah 40:1 NIV)

The Breathless Prayer of Those in Exile
Restore us O God; Let your face shine upon us that we might be saved…
The prayer of salvation delayed. The prayer breathed by a people living in
exile is voiced by the prophet. The people long for the days of long ago,
when the people sang on the way to the temple, when the aroma of rich
sacrifices offered to God filled the streets. The people broken by exile and
the long journey home long to be restored and to know the favor of God.
The people lived in an ironic time.
The people longed for past glory, glory that would never return (the past
never does). The people longed to see the salvation of God (it was to come).
Their whole existence was in between exile and the coming of God’s divine
promise of salvation and the glory of that new day. Restore us O God; Let
your face shine upon us that we might be saved…they prayed in breathless
anticipation.
Of course, we know that God answered their prayer. The glory of the face of
God was revealed to those who longed for salvation. That glory was seen in
the face of a baby…a baby named Jesus. Jesus, the son of Joseph and Mary,
conceived by the action of God through the Holy Spirit. The people walking
in darkness have seen a great light!
The people saw the Messiah grow in wisdom and in favor with God and with
man. The people witnessed the dove and the voice of God proclaim in glory,
“This is my beloved son…with him I am well pleased!” The people longed for
the Son of David to throw off the yoke of Roman oppression and restore the
glory of Solomon’s Temple. Restore us O God; Let your face shine upon us
that we might be saved…they prayed in excited anticipation.
But the Kingdom Jesus spoke of was one of basins, of towels, of sacrifice, of
love, and of untouchables. Jesus’ message threatened the corrupt power
structures of Rome…and of the Church…so they killed the revelation of the
glory of God.
Yet, Jesus rose again. Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father, in
Heaven, saying, “I will come again.”
So, we wait that day. Looking for the revelation of the glory of God. Preparing the way for Jesus’s coming again. In this day of exile we pray, Restore us
O God; Let your face shine upon us that we might be saved…
May we not miss that day, as the people of God did two-thousand years
ago.

Each of us needs a healthy dose of comfort from time to time. The
child at play who trips and scrapes her knee badly needs comfort
from a parent or other caregiver. The young man or woman at college with its unfamiliar surroundings needs someone to talk to.
Consider also the young couple whose first child was stillborn, the
middle-aged couple whose son died in an accident, and the elderly
man whose wife of 60 years is slipping away because of Alzheimer’s. Who will comfort them?
Thank God that there is good news in Isaiah’s song. God himself
says, “Comfort, comfort my people. . . . Speak tenderly. . . .”
When we need comfort, we must remember, first, that God is the
Sovereign Lord. He will meet us in every situation with his powerful
arm. As an old hymn puts it, “Oh, let me not forget that, though the
wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” Never forget it!
This is our Father’s world.
Second, our Father is a loving, compassionate God. No matter
what adversities you may be going through today, you can take
comfort. Like a shepherd with his sheep, God carries us close to his
heart. Remember Jesus’ parting words: “I am with you always, to
the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
Prayer
Thank you, Lord, that you are our powerful God of comfort. Even as
you carry us close to your heart, so too may we joyfully carry each
other’s burdens as we live for you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
—JF

–AR
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Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Friday, December 17, 2021

Today’s Texts: Psalm 126; Isaiah 19:18-25; 2 Peter 1:2-15

Today’s Texts: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 42:10-18; Hebrews 10:32-39

Delayed Anticipation

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. (2 Peter 1:3 NIV)
At first glance, we might think Paul didn’t need to include goodness in his description of the fruit of the Spirit. Goodness can seem
to be a catch-all that absorbs every other virtue into itself. Kindness
is good, patience is good, and love is good. What is it about goodness that distinguishes it from any other virtues?
Notice how often we hear the word “good.” People talk about having a good day, reading a good book, or eating a good meal. Sometimes, the word good is even used to describe things that are not
good for you. A man talks about smoking a good cigar, and hockey
players who pummel each other with their fists talk about having a
good fight.
What one person considers “good”, someone else may think is
hardly good at all. That’s because our concept of goodness is corrupted by sin. We are not always able to recognize true goodness
when we see it. It also means we are victimized by the craftiness of
the evil one more often than we realize, since he revels in giving
something sinful the appearance of something good.
Only the glory of God can help us. God’s glory illuminates foolish
minds and enlightens hearts darkened by sin. If true goodness is
what you desire, “taste and see that the LORD is good” (Psalm
34:8).

Anticipation can be a difficult thing. I can remember, as a child, being
so keyed-up in anticipation of Christmas morning that I could not
sleep and my emotions ran away with me. I would literally be trembling with excitement. I would do anything I could to try to “hurry
Christmas along.”
The author of the Hebrews text today is looking forward with anticipation to the coming work of God, bringing about salvation. The problem is all the anticipation is delayed. Struggles, sufferings, disappointments have all occurred since the former days when they found faith.
Many times, great promises delayed bring discouragement, disillusionment, and hopelessness.
The writer to the Hebrews calls the faithful to remember their former
zeal, their former excitement and to rekindle that enthusiasm for the
faith and for the promises of God.
Yet a little while,
and the coming one will come and will not delay;
but my righteous one shall live by faith,
and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”
The writer is calling the Hebrews, and through them us, to be steadfast in our walk with God and our service to one another and to the
world; to not weary in doing our good deeds.

Prayer
Lord, the power of your goodness helps us know the difference between right and wrong. Continue to give us that power, and fill us
with your glory. In Jesus name, Amen.
—JF

Our confidence, our anticipation, and our hope lie in the eternal God
who gave them through the prophets of old and guarantees them
through the life, work, death, and resurrection of God’s son, Jesus
Christ. In our ongoing preparation we evidence the conviction of Hebrews, but we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed,
but of those who have faith and preserve their souls. (Heb. 10.39)
–AR
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Wednesday, December 8, 2021

Thursday, December 16, 2021

Today’s Texts: Psalm 126; Isaiah 35:3-7; Luke 7:18-30

Today’s texts: Psalm 80:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:10-18
A New Change
Today’s texts speak to the depth of the hope that Advent brings us. The Christ, the
one born in Bethlehem brings us the hope of a new way of life. The old ways of death
and darkness no longer have any hold on those who have received the message of
salvation offered by Jesus Christ.
In the Old Testament people struggled with sin. Each year, they made their pilgrimage to the temple to offer the best sacrifice they could muster, all to atone for the
sins they committed against God and against their fellow humans. Each year, the
priests would pray, they would slaughter the sacrifice and pronounce the words of
absolution and deliverance. Each year the people would return home and return to
their old ways of life. Sin reigned, bringing death – death of the sacrifice, and the
death of hope for the people of God.
Jeremiah looks forward to, and Hebrews announces that all of that was done when
Jesus came into the world. God’s plan was that the incarnate Christ, the God-Man,
would enter the world representing humanity perfectly before God and represent
God perfectly before humanity. Jesus would live the life we live, being tempted in
every way (even as we are) yet without sin. Jesus would die the sacrificial death, the
perfect atoning sacrifice to remove our guilt…and to change our heart.

Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.
Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great
things for them.” (Psalm 126:2 NIV)
Joy is often confused with happiness. Happiness depends on our
outward circumstances—how things are going in our jobs, our relationships, or our health, for example. But joy isn’t dependent on the
weather, or on our weight, or on our bank accounts. Joy is a quality
of the spiritual fruit (love) that grows within us.
Psalm 126 was written at a difficult time in the -history of God’s
people. They had been released from exile in Babylon, and as the
people returned to their homeland, they found it in ruins. Jerusalem
had been destroyed, and their temple had been flattened. Enemies
still surrounded them on every side.
It’s no wonder that as they journeyed home, they prayed, “Restore
our fortunes, LORD.”
Despite the people’s circumstances, however, their “mouths were
filled with laughter” and their “tongues with songs of joy.” Why?
Because they had determined to be joyful.

This is where the Good News comes…God through Jesus Christ CHANGES US, from
the inside out. God gives us a new heart, a heart to KNOW God intimately, to obey
God lovingly. The light of hope comes from the work of Jesus Christ creating his great
God-heart in us. This is the Advent message of hope. God through Jesus Christ has
come to us, redeeming us, making us new, delivering us from the power of sin and
darkness.

Centuries later, the apostle Paul wrote to Christian believers in Philippi, “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances” (Philippians 4:11). God’s people returning to the land of Israel
after exile had learned the same lesson. Happiness may depend on
the condition of our outward lives, but joy is something the Spirit
grows within us, reflecting God’s unfailing love.

May we all receive that great gift and know the peace that comes through Jesus
Christ.

Prayer
–AR

Father, grant me a sense of joy that does not depend on circumstances. Cultivate an inner joy that reflects your love within me, and
help me to share it with others. In Jesus, Amen.

—JF
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Thursday, December 9, 2021

Wednesday, December 15, 2021

Today’s Texts: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Today’s texts: Isaiah 11:1-9; Micah 4:8-13; Luke 7:31-35
What are We Looking For?

In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity. (2 Corinthians 8:2 NIV)
Trial, joy, poverty, generosity. What a strange combination of words
to describe these people! Actually, these words describe a cluster of
small churches in Macedonia, north of Greece. Even though these
people were poor, they gave generously, reflecting God’s great love,
for the needs of others.
As a retiree would often say, “I’m on a fixed income.” But these believers were on a shrinking income or had no income at all. They showed
that joy has nothing to do with income— and evidently generosity has
little to do with poverty. They faced circumstances that were severe
and extreme with attitudes that were overflowing and rich.
Paul reminded his readers in Corinth (south of Macedonia) that in the
past they too had shown complete earnestness and eager willingness
in giving. None of this seems normal. And it isn’t. Paul explains what
made it all possible. “We want you to know about the grace that God
has given the Macedonian churches.” And he tells them, “You know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
God’s overflowing grace ignited the people’s overflowing joy. God’s
rich grace sparked their rich generosity. God’s grace isn’t severe, but it
is certainly extreme. If we concentrate on that grace, joy and generosity will flow richly from deep within us too.

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus is speaking to the crowds who had
flocked to him (and to his cousin, John the Baptizer) seeking signs,
wonders, and miracles. As you read the passage, it is certainly not a
“warm fuzzy” kind of message from Jesus. Jesus questions the motives that brought the crowds to him.

Jesus saw through the selfish desire to witness the miraculous and
exciting. The crowds came looking for excitement and spiritual thrills.
What they saw and heard were messengers of God announcing the
coming of the Kingdom, proclaiming repentance, self-sacrifice, and
unconditional love. Such a message was profoundly unpopular (even
then as now). One can almost envision the crowds sniffing the air at
the two itinerant preachers.
The crowds could not set the agenda for the men of God who proclaimed God’s message of salvation and hope.
The challenge for us, as we make our journey of devotion is to refuse
to allow the world to force its agenda in our lives, in our church, and in
our world. So often the world says, “Dance!” and we dance. Our message of hope, our message of salvation is the true message of salvation… Our message of hope must be the message proclaimed by John
and Jesus, “Repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven has come near!”

God of abounding grace, we pray today for overflowing joy, rich generosity, complete earnestness and eager willingness; all by your grace.
Through Jesus Christ, Amen.

This advent season, may we seek to have our agenda formed by Jesus’s agenda. May our lives reflect the life of Jesus Christ and be
formed by His Holy Spirit. May we weep at the dirge he sings and be
broken by the hopelessness of the age. May the dance we dance be
the very steps that Jesus taught us while he was with us on this earth.
May Christ in us be the light that pushes back the darkness, the hopelessness, and the death of this present age.

—JF
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Prayer

Friday, December 10, 2021

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Today’s Texts: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 8:4-12; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Today’s texts: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:20-35; Acts 28:23-31
The End of the Prologue
The ends of books are significant. How a story ends tells us something of the
author’s intent, meaning, and purpose for writing the book they wrote. The end
of the story is akin to a lawyer’s summation where the lawyer leaves the jury
with all of the facts that they want the jury to remember and consider.
Our Acts scripture, this morning, provides Luke’s summation for the book. Luke
is reminding us of what is important and how we should be writing Acts 29…
(because after all, the story continues today!)
At the end of the book the apostle Paul is being held in Rome awaiting trial before Caesar. Rather than idling time meaninglessly, Paul capitalizes on the many
visitors he received. All manners of people came to Paul’s house to converse
with him, to hear his powerful teaching and to witness this great man of God for
themselves.
Paul spent that time, from morning until evening, testifying, explaining, convincing those who came to him of the power of the Kingdom of God and the
truth of Jesus Christ. From morning until night Paul witnessed to the power of
God through the risen Christ to change lives, to bring the deliverance promised
by the prophet Isaiah, and to usher in God’s great Kingdom.
Some believed, some did not. Some debated, others quietly nodded and considered Paul’s words. Night and day, for two years, and at his own expense, Paul
welcomed ALL who came to him and proclaimed the Kingdom of God and
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness. In short, for those two
years, Paul daily worked to push back the darkness of this world, by pointing to
the light of Jesus Christ.
Luke is reminding us of our calling to be the light of the Gospel in the world. We
who have been given great hope, by Jesus of Nazareth, are called to be reflectors of that light. We are called to exert our best efforts to point the way to the
Kingdom of God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. We are partners with God in God’s
great plan to push back against the darkness of this world and the evil resident
in it.
Each of us has people who come, each day, to whom we can explain the Kingdom of God. To each of them we can with all entreaties share the hope that God
in Christ has given to us. We can tell of the deliverance of the one who is the true
light of the world. We are called to be writing Acts 29 today!

“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go
down at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.” (Amos 8:9
NIV)
In a memorable sermon, Frederick Buechner preached about what
he called the “hungering dark.” The sermon was delivered in the late
1960s, a time of great social and political unrest in North America.
Buechner suggested that “darkness” was a fitting description for the
assassinations, dread of war, and riots at that time. But he also
spoke of how darkness intensifies our craving for the light of Christ’s
presence.
In this way the “hungering dark” is like our physical hunger. We are
probably no more aware of our need for food than when we are hungry. Hunger is as much a craving for fullness as it is a testimony to
emptiness.
Through the prophet Amos, God said that the judgment to come
would be characterized by both darkness and hunger. The sun would
go dark at noon, and people would hunger for words of God that
they could not find, no matter where they looked.
That judgment is what Jesus experienced on the cross. When Jesus
was crucified, there was darkness from noon till three (Matthew
27:45). He cried out to God, hungering for responses that never
came. The Word of God fell silent amid the darkness at Golgotha.
But that’s not all. On the cross we also see Jesus, the light of the
world who pierces our darkness. And we receive the bread of life
that satisfies our deepest hunger.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you for shining the light of your love into our
hearts, and for feeding us with your Word. Help us to walk in your
light. Feed a hungry world through us. In Jesus name, Amen.

I wonder what Luke would write of our story today.
–AR
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Saturday, December 11, 2021

Monday, December 13, 2021

Today’s Texts: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 9:8-15; Luke 1:57-66

Today’s Texts: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:1-19; Hebrews 13:7-17

Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great
mercy, and they shared her joy. (Luke 1:58 NIV)
There was no Internet service in the hill country of Judea in those
days, but news certainly got around. Neighbors and relatives
shared in Elizabeth’s joy when her child was born. And when Zechariah wrote, “His name is John,” everyone marveled that he could
speak again.
With the first words he spoke as a new father, Zechariah praised
God. Soon everyone was talking about the “great mercy” shown in
the surprise birth of this baby, the naming of this child, and the return of Zechariah’s speech. “What then is this child going to be?”
they wondered.
Luke cites a reason for this wondering joy: “For the Lord’s hand
was with [the child].” God was with John as he grew up before
their eyes. We know little about John’s early years, but we sense
here that John’s birth and youth fill the neighbors with anticipation. They understand that God is at work doing great things.

God’s Bold New Plan
Today’s reading in the prophecy of Isaiah reveals a vision of God’s preferred
future which is foreign to us. We live in a world where lions roar, dog’s bite,
scorpions sting, lambs cower, and people huddle in fear. Each is out to get his
own. Each pursues her own safety and security, living in fear of the other. After
all, the world is a great and terrifying place where all manners of hurt are
found.
None of this is God’s plan for God’s creation. We see in the creation account in
Genesis, when God orders and plans the world order, creation lives in harmony.
Human beings live in peace with one another, and with God. Harmony and shalom are God’s orders of the day. Sin broke that design.
Isaiah envisions a day, that Jesus becomes the doorway to God’s new plan. The
righteous shoot from the stump of Jesse would come as the embodiment of
God’s New Age. Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit would usher in the beginning
of the Kingdom of God where creation, creator, and created thing could live in
peace and harmony, where fear is an afterthought. The image of God would be
restored by the work of the Holy Spirit; both in people, and in the world.
The hope embodied by Jesus Christ pushes back against the darkness of this
present age. The work of the Holy Spirit in the people of God fills them with the
love of Jesus Christ, the compassion for the other, for creation, and for peace.

We know about anticipation in this season. Christmas comes in a
few days. What are you expecting?
Are family and friends coming over to celebrate with you? Will you
share presents? Will you worship together? Will there be peace on
earth?
We may “have it all,” or we may only get to rejoice as these neighbors did because of God’s great mercy. But even that will be more
than enough, right?

To say we are disciples of God means that we are filled and being filled with the
same hope, the same love, the same Spirit that is in Christ Jesus. We see others
different – we work for reconciliation and harmony. We see creation differently
– we are stewards of this tired old earth; we work to restore and renew creation. We see God differently – we nourish and cherish our relationship with and
for God.
We look anxiously toward that day… We lean into the hard work of bringing
that kingdom to reality…here and now. We live as the lights of that hope…
now…illuminating the dark world with the hope that one of these days, God
will give birth to God’s great New Plan…

Prayer
Heavenly Father; Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy
people free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest
in you; In Jesus name, Amen.

He has begun that plan, in us, through Jesus. How will we then live our lives
now, according to God’s New Plan in Isaiah 11?
–AR
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